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Romeo and Juliet:  Act I Scenes 4-5 

Scene 4:  
1. Romeo is still depressed and lovesick. Quote one of his lines which shows his state of mind.   

 
 
 
2. Write a 3-4 sentences in which you give your impression of Mercutio.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What hint is given in this scene that something tragic will happen? See lines 115-121. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scene 5:  

1. Romeo sees Juliet for the first time. How are his words ‘Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear!’ both 
ironic and ominous?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Discuss the metaphor Romeo uses in ‘so shows a snowy dove trooping with crows when he describes Juliet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How does Tybalt react when he recognizes Romeo and what is Lord Capulet’s reaction?  
 
 
 
 



4. Romeo approaches Juliet and their first words form a perfect sonnet.  

a. Why is the poetic structure so appropriate here?  
 
 
b. The language and the images they use are associated with holiness. Quote three examples which illustrate this 
statement and explain what the ‘holy’ images reflect.  
 
 
_____________________________:  
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. ‘My only love, sprung from my only hate!/ Too early seen unknown, and known too late!’  

a. What does Juliet mean in these lines?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. In what tone would she say them and why?  
 

 

 


