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*Do the following questions:  
1, 3 and 4
Themes:    2 and 3
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Questions

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. Why do the girls want five dollars? What are they willing to give Esperanza in exchange for the money? Why
does Esperanza feel that five dollars is cheap?
2. How does Cathy react to the sisters?
3. How are Lucy and Rachel better friends than Cathy?
4. Why doesn't Esperanza tell them about Nenny immediately?
5. How do they divide up the bike? How do they ride the bike the first day?
Themes
1. Another major theme of the novelis introduced in this chapter. What do you think that theme is? Why? What
textual proof i there to support your idea? This idea is mentioned in “Boys & Girls" and “Cathy Queen of Cats.”
2. The idea of poverty and shame is brought up again in this chapter. Cathy looks down on the two sisters for the
same reason that Esperanza identifies with them. What lines support this idea?
3

In spite of the poverty on Mango Street, Esperanza finds happiness and beauty. Whatlines or events show
Esperanza's abillty to find happiness in every day activities?
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Style

Cisneros has a poetic style. She incorporates both vivid imagery and spare prose. She uses both to create a picture of
the narrator's world
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What words does the narrator use to describe Lucy and Rachel? How does her reaction to Lucy and Rachel
differ from Cathy's?

What words and images show how much Esperanza wants friendship?
What images describe the bike ride? What do you leam about the world of Mango Street from these images?

What lines in this chapter create the sense of happiness that the narrator feels? What metaphor is used to
reinforce this idea?




