
Name: _________________________________ pd. _____ 

Mother To Son Close Read 

Objective:   To complete a close read and understand the central meaning of the poem. 

Directions:   Read the poem and complete the steps/ questions below.    

1. Underline at least 2 phrases that you are unsure of. (or realize readers need context clues to understand)   
2.  Highlight or circle at least 2 phrases that show excellent imagery or use of language. 

Mother To Son 
By Langston Hughes 

Well, son, I'll tell you: 

Life for me ain't been no crystal stair. 

It's had tacks in it, 

And splinters, 

And boards torn up, 

And places with no carpet on the floor- 

Bare. 

But all the time  

I'se been a-climbin' on, 

And reachin' landin's, 

And turnin' corners, 

And sometimes goin' in the dark 

Where there ain't been no light. 

So, boy, don't you turn back. 

Don't you set down on the steps. 

'Cause you finds it's kinder hard. 

Don't you fall now- 

For I'se still goin', honey, 

I'se still climbin', 

And life for me ain't been no crystal stair. 

4 In one sentence using your own words, what does this mother want for her son? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  What does the speaker define as the “human spirit” in the poem?   Cite some words or phrases from the 

poem that support this: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6   How does perseverance relate to the concept of the human spirit? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Human Spirit Response 

Read the quotes below and pick one of them to write a one paragraph (thoughtful 7 sentences) personal 

response.   Consider the questions for this unit:  

1.  How are hope, knowledge, and friendship necessary for the survival of the human spirit? 

2.  In the face of adversity what does it mean to persevere?  

 

Quote 1: “Promise me you'll always remember: You're braver than you believe, and stronger than you seem, 

and smarter than you think."  

--Christopher Robin to Pooh (A.A. Milne) 

Quote 2: “The world breaks everyone, and afterward, some are stronger in the broken places." 

 -- Ernest Hemingway 

Quote 3: “What lies behind you and what lies in front of you, pales in comparison to what lies inside of you." 

 --Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Quote#:___  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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