 Learning Activity: Figurative vs. Literal Language
Activity#1:  Figurative vs. Literal Language

Sometimes every word we say can be taken for truth. That’s literal language. Other times we use our poetic license and speak figuratively or imaginatively.
For example, The screaming headlines jumped off of the page is an example of figurative language because we know that headlines can’t literally scream or jump, but they can figuratively express strong emotions or thoughts.
Below, place “F” in front of the figurative sentences and place an “L” in front of the literal sentences. Then, on the lines provided, translate any figurative statements into literal statements.
1. He stared at the parlor walls that were dead and grey.
________________________________________________________________________

2. What a strange meeting on a strange night.
________________________________________________________________________

3. With the brass nozzle in his fists, with this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, Montag burned the pile of books.
________________________________________________________________________

4. The object he had sent tumbling with his foot now glinted under the edge of his own bed.
________________________________________________________________________

5. Maybe the books can get us half out of the cave. They just might stop us from making the same insane mistakes.
________________________________________________________________________

6. As the firemen used their flame throwers, the flapping pigeon-winged books died on the porch and lawn of the house.
________________________________________________________________________
7. The Hound half rose in its kennel and looked at him with the green-blue neon light flickering in his suddenly blue eye-bulbs.
________________________________________________________________________

8. The stars poured over Montag’s sight like flaming meteor

________________________________________________________________________
Activity #2:  Similes and Metaphors

Writers are able to help readers see ordinary things in different ways by using figures of speech. Two examples of figurative language are simile and metaphor. The use of both can create vivid images in a reader’s mind.

A simile is a comparison between two unlike things using word like or as. In the following example, a person’s words and an icicle are compared.
Example: Sarah’s reply was as sharp and cold as an icicle.

A metaphor states, or suggests, that two unlike things are the same or have something in common. Unlike similes, metaphors do not use the words like or as. In the following example, a harsh look is compared to a fire.

Example:  Each new day is a clean white canvas.

Read the following statements. If it contains a simile, write S on the line before it. If it contains a metaphor, write M. On the line below each item, write the things that are being compared.

1. _____He opened the bedroom door. It was like coming into the cold marbled room of a mausoleum after the moon has set. (Ray Bradbury)
___________________________________________________________
2. _____Words I have that can pierce the heart.  (William Butler Yeats)

___________________________________________________________

3. _____[Clarisse] had a very thin face like the dial of a small clock seen faintly in a dark room in the middle of a night…(Ray Bradbury)
___________________________________________________________

4. _____Love is a smoke made with the fume of sighs…. (William Shakespeare)

______________________________________________________________

5. _____ What incredible power of identification the girl had; she was like the eager watcher of a marionette show, anticipating each flicker of an eyelid, each gesture of his hand… (Ray Bradbury)
Activity#3: Creating Similes and Metaphors

Write a sentence that describes each image that contains a simile or metaphor. The simile or metaphor must relate to Fahrenheit 451.
Example:  the houses on Montag’s street
Possible Answer: All of the houses along Montag’s street were like tombs in a grave yard, except for Clarisse’s houses which shined a bright yellow.
1. the starry sky

_______________________________________________________________

2. Mildred’s behavior after her overdoes
_______________________________________________________________

3. the subway at night
_______________________________________________________________

4. a book burning
_______________________________________________________________

5. the mechanical hound
_______________________________________________________________

Activity#4:  Personification

Personification is giving human traits (qualities, feelings, action, or characteristics) to non-living objects (things, colors, qualities, or ideas).

For example: The window winked at me. The verb, wink, is a human action. A window is a non-living object.  

In the examples below, circle the object being personified and underline the statement that personifies it. The first one has been done for you.
1. The wind  sang her mournful song through the falling leaves.

2. The books leapt and danced like roasted birds, their wings ablaze with red and yellow feathers.
3. The land rushed at him, a tidal wave.
4. The concussion knocked the air across and down the river, turned the men over like dominoes in a line, blew the water in lifting sprays, and blew the dust and made the trees above them mourn with a great wind passing away south.
5. The rain kissed my cheeks as it fell.

6. The daffodils nodded their yellow heads at the walkers.

7. A deer. He smelled the heavy musk-like perfume mingled with blood and the gummed exhalation of the animal’s breath, all cardamom and moss and ragweed odor in this huge night where the trees ran at him, pulled away, ran, pulled away, to the pulse of the heart behind his eyes
8. The snow whispered as it fell to the ground during the early morning hours.

9. The china danced on the shelves during the earthquake. 
