
Name: _________________________ pd._____ 

Cask of Amontillado Close Reading Questions 

We will take a closer look (close reading) of certain sections of the story. In the space provided answer the 

questions (complete sentences) and take notes on the excerpts and quotes.

 

 

 



 

“A mason?”/ “A sign”/ “’It is this,’ I 
answered, producing a trowel from 
beneath the folds of my rouelaire.” p. 7 
 
 

What does the word trowel mean? What 
is significant about the play on words for 
“trowel” in this passage? 

 

“Three sides of this interior crypt were 
still ornamented in this manner…Within 
the wall thus exposed by the displacing 
of the bones, we perceived a still interior 
recess…backed by one of their 
circumscribing walls of solid granite.” 
(Review entire paragraph in text) 
p.8 

What is evoked by the description of the 
niche? 

 

“It was not the cry of a drunken man.” 
p. 9 
 

What is the true reason for Fortunato’s 
cry? 

 

“I again paused, and holding the 
flambeaux over the mason-work, threw a 
few feeble rays upon the figure within.”   
P9 

What does flambeaux mean?  

“I placed my hand upon the solid fabric 
of the catacombs, and felt satisfied.” 
p. 9 

What is significant about Poe’s choice of 
the adjectives “solid fabric” to describe the 
catacombs? 

 

“Let us be gone.”/ “For the love of God.” 
 
p. 10 

What is implied by each character with 
these two lines? 

 

“In pace requiescat”  p10 
 
 

What is ironic about Poe’s Latin phrase?  

“Fortunato” 
 
 

How is Fortunato’s name ironic?  

Tone: List three quotes as text evidence: 
1. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. 

What is the overall tone of this text? 
 
 
 

 
Circle or highlight the words and phrases 
from each quote that made you think of 
this particular tone. 

 
 
 

Why do you think the author chose this 
particular tone? 

 

 

 


