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Resource 25

#4 — Lynching

' i the practice whereby a mob — usually several dozen or several hundred persons — takes the law into its own
hands in order to injure and kill  person accused of some wrongdoing. The alleged offense can range from a serious.
crime like theft or murder to a mere violation of local customs and ser 5. The ssue of the victim's guilt s usually.
secondary, since the mob serves as prosecutor, judge, jury, and executioner.”

—Robert L. Zangrando, “About Lynching”
Source: htp://www.englishlinois.edu/maps/poets/g_/lynching/ynching.htm

Strange Fruit
Abel Meeropol (1937); Recorded os a song by Billie Holiday in 1939

Southern trees bear a strange fruit,
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root,
Black bodies

ing in the southern breeze,

Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees.

Pastoralscene of the gallant south,
The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth,
Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh,
Then the sudden smell of burning fesh.

Here i fruit for the crows to pluck,
For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck,
For the sun to rot, for the trees to drop,

Here is a strange and bitter crop.

‘Source: htp://www.yricsfreak comy/b)biliesholiday/stranges fruit_20017859.htmi
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#5 — The Great Depression

The 1829 stock market crash setinto motion a seres of events
that plunged America nto s greatest economic depression
By 1933, the country’s goss national product had been nearly
cutin half, and 16 millon Americans were unemployed. Not
until 1937 did the New Deal polices of President Frankiin
Roosevelt temper the catastrophe. This economic downturn
persisted until the massive investment in national defense
demanded by World War .

The causes ofthe Depression were many, and st debated
High spending in the 19205 created a gap preventing working.
class people from increasing thelrincomes. The trade policies
of earier administrations increased the cost of American
g00ds abroad. Line of credt were overextended, which fueled
speculation on WallStreet. The crash that occurred on October
29,1929 (*Black Tuesday’) s00n spread across the world,
ruining European economies not fll recovered from World

Warl,

‘American writers and atists depicted the devastation in prose and pictures. John Steinbeck immortalized the plight of
‘Oklahoma tenant farmers fleing the Dust Bow in The Grapes of Wrath (1939). James Agee’s Let Us Now Praise Fomous
‘Men (1941) used the grim but dignified photograghs of Walker Evans o ilustrate the catastrophe in ruralareas.
Photographer Dorothea Lange, employed by the Farm

‘Security Administration, documented in magazines and
newspapers nationwide the realty that confronted
American farmers,

Harper Lee experienced the Great Depression a5 chid in
Monroevile, Alabama, and used her memory of tin To Kila
Mockingbird. “Maycomb County” she writes, "had recently
been told that it had nothing to fear but fear tsel,” a
reference t0.a famous speech by President Roosevel
‘Walter Cunninghan' father refused a WPA (Works Progress
‘Administration) job, fearing

what would come of his
independence if e went on
relef. And Bob Ewell as
Scout tlls us, was “the only
man | ever heard of who
was fired from the WPA for
lziness.”

Left: Dorothea Lange’s "Migrant Mother,” destitute n a pea picker's camp, because of
the falure ofthe early pea crop. These people had just sold thei tent in order to buy
1000. Most of the 2,500 people n this camp were desttute. By the end of the decade
there were stil 4 milion migrants on the road.
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#6 — Life in the 1930s and 1940s

A boy builds a model airplane asa gr watches ina Farm
Security Administration Camp in Robstown, Texas n
January 1942.

Chopping cotton on rented land in White Plais, near
Greene County, Georgla n June 1941,

Source: s fic.

Boys and girsat the Rutland State Fai in Rutland, Vermont
in September 1941

Farmers and townspeople in the center of town on Court
day in Campton, Kentucky in September 1940.
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#1 — Harper Lee Biography

Famed author Nelle Harper Lee was born on April 28, 1926, in Monroeville,
Alabama, Lee is best known for writing the Pulitzer Prize-winning bestseller To
Kill @ Mockingbird (1960)—her one and only novel. The youngest of four
children, she grew up as a tomboy in a small town. Her father was a lawyer, a
member of the Alabama state legislature and also owned part of the local
newspaper. For most of Lee’s life, her mother suffered from mental iiness,
rarely leaving the house. It is believed that she may have had bipolar disorder.

‘One of her closest childhood friends was another writer-to-be, Truman Capote
(then known as Truman Persons). Tougher than many of the boys, Lee often
Stepped up to serve s Truman's protector. Truman, who shared few interests.
‘with boys his age, was picked on for being a sssy and for the fancy clothes he
‘wore. While the two friends were very different, they both shared in having.
difficult home lives. Truman was living with his mother's relatives in town after
largely being abandoned by his own parents.

In high school, Lee developed an nterest in English lterature. After graduating in 1944, she went to the all-female
Huntingdon College in Montgomery. Lee stood apart from the other students—she couldn't have cared less about
fashion, makeup or dating. Instead, she focused on her studies and on her writing. Lee was a member of the literary
honor society and the glee club.

Transferring to the University of Alabama at Tuscaloos, Lee was known for being a loner and an individualist. She did
‘make a greater attempt at a social if there, joining a sorority for a while. Pursuing her interest in writing, Lee
contributed to the school’s newspaper and its humor magazine, the Rammer Jammer. She eventually became the editor
of the Rammer Jommer.

In her junior year, Lee was accepted into the universitys law school, which allowed students to work on law degrees
‘while still undergraduates. The demands of her law studies forced her to leave her post as editor of the Rammer

Jammer. After her first year in the law program, Lee began expressing to her family that writing—not the law—was her
‘She went to Oxford University in England that summer as an exchange student. Returning to her law studies
that fal, Lee dropped out after the first semester. She soon moved to New York City to follow her dreams to become a
writer,

In 1949, 23-year-old Lee arrved in New York Cty. She struggled for severalyears, working s  ticket agent or Eastern
‘and for the British Overseas Air Corp (BOAC). Whille i the city, Lee was reunited with old friend Truman Capote,

one of the lterary ising sars of the time.

She also befriended Broadway composer and lyricist Michael Martin Brown and his wife Joy.

10 1856, the Browns gave Lee an impressive Christmas present—to support her for a year 5o that she could write full

time. She quit her job and devoted herself to her craft. The Browns also helped her find an agent, Maurice Crain. He, in

turn, was able to get the publishing firm interested in her firt novel, which was firt titled Go Set @ Watchman, then

Attcus, and later To Killa Mockingbird. Working with edtor Tay Hohoff Lee finished the manuscript in 1956

Source: itp://www.biography.com/people/harper-ee-93770217page=1
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#2 - Jim Crow Laws

From the 18805 into the 19605, a majority of American tates enforced segregation through “lim Crow” laws (so called
after ablack character in minstrel shows). from Delaware to California, and from North Dakota to Texas, many states
and citie, t00) could impose legal punishments on people for consorting with members of another race. The most
‘common types of laws forbade intermarriage and ordered business owners and public nsttutions to keep their black
‘and white clentele separated. Here is  sampling of laws from various states:

Nurses No person or corporation shal require any white female nurse to nurse in wards or rooms in hospitals,either
public orprivate, in which negro men are placed. Alabama

Buses Al passenger stations n thisstate operated by any motor transportation company shall have separate waiting
fo0ms or space and separate ticket windows for the white and colored races. Alabamo

Restaurants It shall be unlawful o conduct a restaurant or other place forthe serving of fo0d n the it, at which white
‘and colored people are served in the same room, uness such white and colored persons are effectually separated by a
solid partiton extendingfrom the floor upward o a distance of seven feet o higher, and uness a separate entrance
from the street is provided for each compartment. Alabama

Tolet Faciites, Male Every employer of white or negro males shal provide forsuch white of negro males reasonably
accessible and separate tolet facities. Aloboma.

Intermarriage It shall be unlawful for a white person to marrylanyone except a white person. Any marriage in violation
of this section shall be vold. Georgia

Burial The officer in charge shall ot bury, or allow to be buried, any colored persons upon ground set agart or used for
the buria of white persons. Georgia

‘Amateur Baseball It shall be unlawful for any amateur white basebal team to play baseball on any vacant ot or baseball
‘dlamond within two blocks of a playground devoted to the Negro race, and it shallbe unlawl for any amateur colored
baseball team to play baseball i any vacant lot or baseball diamond within two blocks of any playeround devoted to the.
white race. Georgia

Paris It shall be unlawful for colored people to frequent any park owned or maintained by the ciy for the beneft, use:
‘and enjoyment of white persons .. and unlawful for any white person to frequent any park owned or maintained by
the ciy or the use and benefitof olored persons. Georgio

ircus Tickets Al circuses, shows, and tent exhibitons, to which the attendance of . more than one race s nvited or
‘expected to attend shall provide for the convenience of ts patrons ot lss than two ticket offces with individual tcket
Selles, and not less than two entrances to the said performance, with individualticket takers and receivers, and i the.
case of utside or tent performances, the said ticket offices shall not be less than twenty-five (25) feet apart. Louisiana.
‘The Blind The board of trustees shall .. maintain a separate buiiding ... on separate ground for the admission, care,
Instruction, and support o allblid persons of the colored or black race. Louisiana

Promotion of Equality Any person ... who shal be guilty of printing, publishing or circulating pinted, typewitten or
written matter urging or presenting for public acceptance or general information, arguments or suggestions in favor of
Social equality or of ntermarriage between whites and negroes,shallbe guity of a misdemeanor and subject to fine or
ot exceeding five hundred (500.00) dolars o imprisonment ot exceeding i (6) months or both. Missisippl

Prisons The warden shall see that the white convictsshall have separate apartments for both eating and sleeping from
the negro convicts. Missssppi

Education Separate free schoos shallbe established for the education of children of Afrcan descent; and it shall be
unlawful for any colored chil t0 attend any white school,or any white child to attend a colored school. Missouri
Textbooks Books shall not be interchangeable between the white and colored schools, but shall continue to be used by
the race firt using them. North Caroling
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#3 — Southern Women

Left: A perfect picture of the proper ittle girl and the ideal family in the South in
the 1930s. Photo courtesy of Mary Ann Norton Meredith

“We must persistently strive against selfishness, lltemper, iritability, indolence. It
s impossible for the self-centered or illtempered girl to win love and friends.

One of the greatest blemishes in the character of any young person, especially of
any young girl or woman, is forwardness, boldness, pertness. The young girl who
acts in such a manner s to attract attention in public; who speaks loudly, and
jokes and laughs and tells stories in order to be heard by others than her
immediate companions, ... who expresses opinions on all subjects with forward
self-confidence, s rightly regarded by all thoughtful and cultivated people as one
of the most disagreeable and obnoxious characters to be met with in society.”

~Helen Ekin Starrett, The Charm of Fine Manners (1920)
Source: hitp://lbrary.thinkquest org/ 12111/gie html

“Southern Belles and Ladies”

A southern belle was a girl who was expected to grow up into a lady. She was supposed to be fragile and flrtatious while
also sexually innocent. She was beautiful but risky to touch, like porcelain. Every southern belle was expected to be up-
to-date on the latest fashions, which often proved tricky and expensive because fashion was constantly changing
throughout the nineteenth century. A true lady embodied the ideals of the South, and was thus hospitable and graceful.
Newspapers often took it upon themselves to update their lady readers on the newest fashion trends. The Natchez
‘Weekly Democrat reported on November 22, 1873, that lady readers will be interested to know that spotted short veils
are no longer fashionable. Bracelets are now made to twine around the arm and require no clasp. In the new style of
hairdressing, called the Josephine, chignons are entirely abolished. The har is drawn up from the back of the head and
piled on the topin thick coils or braids, and loosely frizzled in front.

‘Source: htp://historyengine.richmond.edu/episodes/view/2259




