INSTRUCTIONS: Complete your outline by typing into this template. Be sure to type into any spaces that are blank or highlighted in pink.  Also note: you do not have to have exactly three pieces of evidence per paragraph.  I only offer that here as a start; if you need to cut one “E” or add spots in order to accommodate the necessary pieces of your argument for that paragraph, do so.  Likewise, if you have fewer body paragraphs than allotted for here, delete extra spaces; if you need to add paragraphs, do so.

Delete this entire message when you are finished reading it.
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Argument Essay Outline Format

Topic:
Claim:
I. INTRODUCTION
a.  Attention getter (surprising statistic, little-known fact, well-said quote from an expert, etc.):
b.  Brief topic overview: (quick explanation of topic and controversy or brief history/importance. Definitions of important terms needed etc.)
c.  Thesis statement: (strong, declarative, concise & persuasive includes claim and POD Statement
II.  Body Paragraph 1:  
a. Topic Sentence(Main Point One)
b. Evidence that supports your cause/effect  Include citation
c. Analysis of that evidence (THIS SHOULD BE YOUR INPUT)
d. Your idea(How does this support your main point)
e. Evidence that supports your cause/effect.  Include citation
f. Analysis of that evidence (THIS SHOULD BE YOUR INPUT)
g. Your idea(How does this support your main point)
h. Concluding/Transition Sentence (Explaining in general what this evidence prove your thesis statement)
 

III.  Body Paragraph 2:  
a. Topic Sentence: (Main Point Two)
b. Evidence that supports your cause/effect  Include citation
c. Analysis of that evidence (THIS SHOULD BE YOUR INPUT)
d. Your idea
e. Evidence that supports your cause/effect.  Include citation
f. Analysis of that evidence (THIS SHOULD BE YOUR INPUT)
g. Your idea (How does this support main point)
h. Concluding Sentence (Explaining how your ideas and evidence prove your thesis statement) 
IV.  Body Paragraph 3: 
a. Topic Sentence
b. Evidence that supports your cause/effect  Include citation
c. Analysis of that evidence (THIS SHOULD BE YOUR INPUT)
d. Your idea
e. Evidence that supports your cause/effect.  Include citation
f. Analysis of that evidence (THIS SHOULD BE YOUR INPUT)
g. Your idea (How does this support main point)
h. Concluding Sentence (Explaining how your ideas and evidence prove your thesis statement)
V. CONCESSION/COUNTERPOINT-  (You may have to move this depending on where you arrange yours in your paper)
a. Possible objection to your argument (Use the sentence starters from PPT)
b. Evidence or reasoning to disprove 
c. Second piece of evidence or reasoning to disprove 

d. Concluding Sentence
VI.  CONCLUSION:  - 
a.Topic Sentence (Restatement of thesis)
b.Summarize strongest and most relevant points
c. What is the larger significance of the issue?  If what you are advocating occurs/is put into place, what would the outcome/result be?  How would people’s lives/society/our government be affected? Call to Action.

